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Campus
outgrowing
employees
By Susie Laun
Herald reporter

Greg Barnette/Herald
(Above) Elizabethtown sophomore Phillip Felli returns movies to the shelf at Blockbuster Video. (Below) Felli talks with Munfordville
freshman Andrew Willian and Hardyville freshman Courtney Fancher about getting a membership at Blockbuster Video. Felli has worked
for Blockbuster for almost two years and earns about $6 an hour. “I think that if they raise the minimum wage, then the cost of living
will also go up,” Felli said.

Minimum wage
may increase
By Alex Fontana
Herald Reporter

Bardstown junior Amber Roberts
can barely pay her cell phone bill.
She can’t spend money at the mall.
She can’t buy books until she gets
her next paycheck.
Roberts is working for $5.15
an hour as a circulation assistant
at Cravens Graduate Center and
Library. She said her wages don’t
keep up with other costs at Western.
“Everything keeps going up
except what we earn,” she said.
But Roberts said she’d be able
to expand her budget if legislators
raise the minimum wage.
Here is a history of
the minimum wage
changes in the
United States since a
uniform wage system
was set in 1977:

1978
$2.65

“If they keep jacking up tuition,
it could help out considerably,” she
said.
The
U.S.
House
of
Representatives passed the Fair
Minimum Wage Act of 2007,
which proposes to raise the minimum wage across the country from
$5.15 to $7.25 in three increments
over two years and two months.
Rep. George Miller, D-Calif.,
proposed the bill and it passed 315
to 116.
Kentucky’s legislature also has
proposed bills to raise the state’s
minimum wage. There are four
bills filed to raise the wage. The

1979
$2.90

1980
$3.10

As the campus grows, the number of staff
members on campus is staying constant.
That can create problems for everyone on
campus, Staff Regent Tamela Smith said.
“Staffing levels haven’t kept up with enrollment growth,” Smith said.
A preliminary report by Smith shows that the
number of staff positions has increased, but the new
positions are mostly in newly created departments.
Older departments, which continue to grow,
are continuing to work with the same number of
staff members and some people have to take on
more responsibility or hours, Smith said.
“If we continue at what we’re at right now,
it really hurts the university,” Staff Council
Chairwoman Angela Robertson said.
Staff Council is working with the Budget
Council to increase the number of staff positions
and start a computer replacement fund.
See Staff,

page
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Toxicology
report not
yet released
By Christina Allen
Herald reporter

bills propose to raise the wage to $7
an hour or $7.25 an hour.
Speaker Jody Richards, DBowling Green, said minimum
wage should be raised because it’s
stayed the same for too long.
“Obviously, inflation has eaten
into the buying power significantly,” Richards said. About 30 states
have raised the minimum wage
above the federal average.
It’s a very popular issue,

1981
$3.35

Richards said.
Western is preparing to pay for
a possible raise in the minimum
wage. Budget Manager Denise
Huffman said Western is tentatively setting aside $700,000 from
its general budget to pay for a raise
in the minimum wage. The funding
would pay for a raise of the minimum wage to $6.50.

1991
$4.25

1990
$3.80

See Wages,

page
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1997
$5.15

1996
$4.75

Officials haven’t released toxicology results
for Louisville freshman Dylan Prott. But campus
police and the Warren County coroner received
the results Monday.
Prott died Nov. 12 at about 12:30 a.m., after he
reportedly jumped from the window of his dorm
room the 20th floor of Pearce-Ford Tower.
Harold Sanson, Warren County deputy coroner, said the report has been unavailable to the
public because Prott’s stomach contents were sent
to a private lab in Philadelphia.
Sanson said the stomach contents were sent
to the lab because officials were unable to obtain
results from blood and urine tests.
Sanson said results are currently being read
and interpreted at a lab in Louisville.
Officials originally estimated that the toxicology report would be available within 30 to 45
days. More than 70 days have elapsed since the
time of Prott’s death.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor Web site

See Prott,

page
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Derailment delays students
Authories still investigating causes of two train crashes
By Christina Allen
Herald reporter

Western students from
Bullitt County were in for a
difficult trip back to the Hill
when a train derailed and caught
fire in Brooks on Jan. 16.
The trains were carrying propane gas and other chemicals.
Authorities closed down an
18-mile stretch of Interstate
65. Police evacuated homes
and businesses within a onemile radius of the scene.
Shepherdsville junior Carrie
Dugger was among the evacuees.
“It was disgusting,” she said.
“It looked like nighttime outside; there was so much smoke.
It stunk so bad, I can’t even
describe it.”
Dugger said she and her

On Thursday

Big Red cards can’t be used off
campus yet because the contractor
had a problem with the program.

C Y
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mother were evacuated at about
9:30 a.m., and they spent the
day at her father’s workplace.
Dugger is a resident assistant in McCormack Hall, and
she was scheduled to return to
Western early Tuesday evening. She was unable to arrive
on campus until 10 p.m. and
missed her initial meetings.
Shepherdsville sophomore
Sara Miller said she lives two
and a half miles from the scene
of the derailment.
“I left the house at
11,”
Miller
said, “and
it took

Tues.

45º
30º

me over four hours to get
to Elizabethtown. Usually,
it takes me about an hour.”
Dugger also faced problems
with traffic. “There was no way
in or out of town,” she said.
“Traffic was at a standstill.”
Both students said a thick cloud
of dark smoke hung in the air,
accompanied by a strong odor.
See Trains,

page

6

Trevor Frey/Herald
Carrie Dugger, a Shepherdsville senior, was sleeping at her home in Shepherdsville
when two CSX trains collided in Bullitt County on Jan. 22.

Wed.

44º
27º

Thurs.

43º
23º
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Fri.

45º
31º
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Next Tuesday

SGA has its first meeting. The
Herald will outline SGA’s goals
for this semester.
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By the numbers

211

The average amount of
money dog owners spend
annually on veterinary
visits.

179
The average amount of
money cat owners spend
annually on veterinary
visits.
source: http://www.hsus.org

WHAT’S

GOING ON

u Student Disability Services, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. tomorrow, Glasgow
Campus, Room 112
u Student Support Services, 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. tomorrow, Glasgow
Campus, Room 201
u Women’s basketball, 7:05 p.m.
tomorrow at Arkansas State
u Men’s basketball, 7:05 p.m. Jan.
25 at Arkansas State
u One Campus-One Community-One
Book Kick-off, 2 p.m. Jan. 25, HelmCravens Library

t
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Crime Reports

Breaking Out

Reports

u Jessica Cheatham, Minton Hall, reported on Jan. 22 criminal mischief in the third degree after discovering threatening remarks written on
the silo of parking structure 1. The value of the damage was unknown.
u Greg Fear, facilities management, reported five rolls of 20-foot
chain-link fences stolen on Jan. 19. The value of the theft was $300.
u Brittany Lewis, Bemis Lawrence Hall, reported three textbooks stolen from her dorm room on Jan. 18. The value of the theft was $156.
u Shawn Haggerty, Keen Hall, reported on Jan. 17 a burglary in the
second degree, when he discovered his gray Tungsten E-2 Palm Pilot
missing from his dorm. The value of the theft was $200.
u Officer Brian Ward reported on Jan. 17 an incident of possession of
marijuana in Keen Hall.
u Randy Baize, Keen, reported on Jan. 15 a burglary in the second
degree when his Toshiba laptop, wireless mouse and external hard drive
were stolen. The value of the property was $1,200.
u A woman reported sodomy in the first degree on Dec. 28 stemming
from an incident committed in September 2006.
u A woman reported sodomy in the first degree on Dec. 28 stemming
from an incident that was committed in March 2004.

Arrests

u Domingo V. Sanchez, Rockcreek Drive, was arrested on Jan. 21 on
charges of careless driving, driving under the influence and operating on
a suspended license on Morgantown Road. Sanchez was released from
Warren County Regional Jail on Jan. 22 on time served.
u Paul W. Beckwith, Oak Grove, was arrested on Jan. 20 on charges
of alcohol intoxication in a public place in the Diddle lot. He was released
from Warren County Jail on Jan. 21 on time served.
u Tina K. Rea, Browning Road, was arrested on Jan. 20 on charges of
alcohol intoxication in a public place on University Boulevard near Smith
Stadium. She was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 21 on time
served.
u Terry A.Warden, Scottsville Road, was arrested on Jan. 20 on charges of operating a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol and possession of an open container on University Boulevard near Smith Stadium.
He was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 22 on time served.
u Russel W. Hammonds, Shrive Lane, was arrested on Jan. 20 on
charges of alcohol intoxication in a public place and possession of marijuana on 13th Avenue. He was released from Warren County Jail on Jan.
20 on a $1,000 unsecured bond.
u Terre B. Gable, Detour Road, was arrested on Jan. 20 on charges
of careless driving and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs
on Chestnut Street. He was released on Jan. 20 on a $1,000 unsecured
bond.
u Amie N. Oaks, Morgantown, was arrested on Jan. 19 on charges of
careless driving and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs on
Chestnut Street. She was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 19 on
a $1,000 unsecured bond.
u Dontey J. Tooley, Keen Hall, was arrested on Jan. 18 on charges of
theft by unlawful taking under $300. He was released from Warren County
Jail on Jan. 18 on a $250 cash bond.
u LaJames D. Shannon, Clark Circle, was arrested on Jan. 18 on charges of driving with one headlight and a suspended license on University
Boulevard and 31-W Bypass. He was released from Warren County Jail on
Jan. 18 on a $1,000 unsecured bond.
u Adam C. Batson, Springfield, was arrested on Jan. 14 on charges of
speeding and driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs on Chestnut
Street. He was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 14 on a $731.85
cash bond.
u Francis H. Trigg, Lexington, was arrested on Jan. 14 on charges of

Jake Stevens/Herald
Valley Station sophomore Megan Crow and John Laux, a
freshman from Melbourne, Fla., attempt to open an elevator
door in Pearce-Ford Tower after being stuck for approximately
30 minutes. “I was already running late for something, and
it was really irritating,” Crow said.
careless driving, driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs and possession of alcohol on Sumpter Avenue, Normal Drive and Creason Street.
He was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 14 on a $1,000 unsecured
bond and also served bond on an out-of-county warrant of $188.50.
u Justin A. Moon, Glasgow, was arrested on charges of alcohol intoxication in a public place at the Hilltop Shop lot on Jan. 13. He was released
from Warren County Jail on Jan.13 on time served.
u Tremayne D. Stewart, Lily Road, was arrested on Jan. 13 on charges
of criminal trespassing in the third degree, fleeing and evading in the second degree, resisting arrest and alcohol intoxication in a public place on the
Avenue of Champions near Smith Stadium. He was released from Warren
County Jail on Jan. 16 on time served.
u Hernandez I. Mendoza, Fair Street, was arrested on Jan. 12 on
charges of disregarding a traffic control device, driving without a license
and driving without insurance on the corner of State Street and College
Heights Boulevard. He was released from Warren County Jail on Jan. 12
on time served.
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Russellville Road
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$36.99

8 Gallon
Keg

16 Gallon
Keg
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Go Hilltoppers

Rocky Balboa (PG)
2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50
Pursuit of Happyness (PG-13)
1:30, 4:20, 7:10, 10:00
Blood Diamond (R)
12:50,7:00
Casino Royale (PG-13)
3:50, 9:40
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Babel (R)
12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:20
Arthur and The Invisibles (PG)
1:00, 3:40, 6:20, 9:10
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1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:30

We Are Marshall (PG)
12:20, 3:10, 6:20, 9:10
Night At The Museum (PG)
12:40,1:20, 3:20, 4:00,
6:30, 7:10, 9:00,10:00

The Hitcher (R)
The Good Shepherd (R)
1:50 PM, 4:50, 7:50, 10:10
4:30
The Holiday (PG-13)
Alpha Dog (R)
1:10, 8:00
1:40, 4:40, 7:30, 10:00
Charlotte’s Web (G)
Primeval (R)
12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:10
1:00, 3:30, 7:40, 9:50
Dreamgirls (PG-13)
12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 9:40
Freedom Writers (PG-13)
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Happliy N’ever After (PG)
12:30, 3:00, 6:50, 9:20
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Faculty and staff

Lawsuit

Western delays domestic Court hears Autry case
partner benefits decision
By Katie Brandenburg
Herald reporter

By Katie Brandenburg
Herald reporter

t

Last semester, both Western
and the University of Kentucky
discussed giving insurance benefits to the domestic partners of
employees.
The idea has gained little traction on the Hill, but UK is moving
forward with it.
This semester, a task force has
recommended providing domestic partnership benefits at the
University of Kentucky, despite
some opposition from Kentucky’s
House of Representatives.
Maribeth McBride, manager
of employee benefits and retirement at Western, said the issue of
domestic partner benefits is not on
the benefits committee’s agenda.
That doesn’t mean there hasn’t
been discussion of the issue, just
that the question hasn’t been formally raised, she said.
A faculty or staff representative
on the benefits committee would
have to bring the issue to the committee to study, McBride said.
In October, Rep. Stan Lee, RLexington, sponsored a bill that
would prevent state university and
college employees from purchasing insurance benefits for their
domestic partners through the university.
The bill is up for discussion in
this legislative term.
Lee said measures that allow
for domestic partnership insurance
benefits undermine the traditional
American family, the Herald previously reported.
President Gary Ransdell said

News brief

Board of Regents’
student seat available

A special election for the
student regent seat on the Board
of Regents will take place
from Monday until Jan. 30 on
TopNet.
An interest meeting for the

that he would
wait for the
House Bill 48
Kentucky
The act would:
legislature
u Define “domestic partner” as an unmarto make a
decision
ried adult person of the same sex or oppoon the bill
site sex who is not a blood relative and who
before raislives with a university or college employee.
ing the issue
u Prevent public higher education instituat Western.
tions from providing health benefits for a
“I think
domestic partner of a university or college
we need to
employee.
let the legislative proSponsored by:
cedure run
u Reps. Stan Lee, Sheldon Baugh, Jim
its course,”
DeCesare, Joseph Fischer, J.R. Gray, Mike
Ransdell
said.
Harmon, Russ Mobley, Lonnie Napier,
He said
Steven Rudy, Jim Stewart
faculty and
staff have
u Introduced to the House: Jan. 2
been understanding
was another advantage, he said.
of delays. Ransdell said he was
UK spends almost $70 milsure the issue would eventually be lion on health benefits a year, and
raised at Western.
this change would consist of less
The UK task force was created than one percent of that amount,
after a survey of faculty and staff he said.
last year revealed the issue was of
Blanton said that UK President
high importance, UK spokesman Lee Todd could technically make a
Jay Blanton said.
decision on the issue independentReasons for the recommenda- ly, but that the matter would probtion included UK’s policy of non- ably go through the university’s
discrimination.
Board of Trustees for approval.
The trend of competitors proThe University of Louisville is
viding similar benefits also encour- the only state university that proaged the proposal. Adding domes- vides domestic partnership bentic partnership would help keep efits.
UK competitive with other uniU of L approved its policy in
versities for faculty and with local July 2006. Benefits started on
businesses and industries for staff, Jan. 1.
Blanton said.
The relatively low cost of add- Reach Katie Brandenburg
ing domestic partnership benefits at news@wkuherald.com.

The state Supreme Court will
decide whether Western and
the Student Life Foundation are
immune from a wrongful death
lawsuit.
Western presented oral
arguments Thursday. The case
stemmed from the murder of
a Western student nearly four
years ago.
Pellville freshman Melissa
“Katie” Autry was raped, sodomized and set on fire in her
Poland Hall dorm room May
4, 2003, after returning from
a party at the Pi Kappa Alpha
fraternity house. She died from
third-degree burns May 7 at
Vanderbilt University Medical
Center in Nashville.
The Student Life Foundation
owns Western dorms.

Western General Counsel
Deborah Wilkins said a decision could come between 60
and 90 days.
Western and the Student
Life Foundation were dropped
from the lawsuit in November
2003 because of governmental
immunity.
State higher education institutions are government agencies, and any claims against
them must go through the Board
of Claims, not the normal civil
law system.
The Student Life Foundation
was put back into the lawsuit in
March 2005.
Ben Crocker, the attorney
for the Autry estate, said neither Western nor the Student
Life Foundation are entitled to
immunity.
The foundation is a private

organization, and Western chose
to provide dorms, he said.
“This was a case not just
about sovereign immunity, it is
about the death of a little girl,”
Crocker said.
Western attorney Greg
Stivers argued that immunity
for state institutions was well
documented and should be
upheld in Western’s case.
Charles English, attorney for
the Student Life Foundation,
said the organization was created by and is controlled by
Western and is entitled to governmental immunity.
“All claims such as this do
is to drive up the cost of education,” English said.

Reach Katie Brandenburg
at news@wkuherald.com.

Want to Lose Weight?
Want to Quit Smoking?

Resolution Not Going as well as you planned?

START NOW AND COME SEE US!
Bowling Green’s only medically directed provider
of Laser Therapy for smoking cessation and
appetite suppression.

Ask about our student specials!
position will take place today
at 5 p.m.
Potential candidates must
attend the meeting, submit an application available
at the Student Government
Association office by 5 p.m.
tomorrow and meet the Judicial
Council requirements.

Clint Mallari MD, Medical Director
1711 Destiny Place #107
Bowling Green KY 42104
		
270-842-6096

For more information, contact Matt Holland or Amanda
Allen at (270) 745-4354, or stop
by the SGA office between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday in Downing University
Center, Room 130.
— Nina Bosken
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Bacardi
Rum
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All Flavors

18 pk
12 oz.
cans

Jim
Beam
750 ml
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or bottles

$10.99

Captain
Morgan’s
Spiced
Rum
750 ml
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12 oz. cans
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$11.78

.99

$7.99

$8

12 pk
cans or
bottles

750
ml

E&J
Brandy

Seagram’s
Seven
750 ml

$9.99

75 $18
0 .9
ml 9

$6
.79

Burnett’s
Busch or Busch
Vodka
18 pk
Light
750 ml 12 oz. cans or bottles
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Opinion

The Creed
“Congress shall make no law …
abridging the freedom of speech,
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

Contact:
Editor Ashlee Clark:
editor@wkuherald.com
News Editor Amber Coulter:
news@wkuherald.com
Opinion Editor William Ploch:
herald@wkuherald.com
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EDITORIAL

Spirits and sports don’t mix

The Issue: Alcohol abuse will be addressed at a meeting for Western athletes and coaches.
Our view: The athletic department is right to do this, but the rest of Western needs to know what measures are being taken.

As a new year begins, Western’s athletics
department has wisely decided to make bad
behavior among athletes a top priority.
The issue will be stressed tonight at a regular
meeting for athletes and their coaches. A guest
speaker has been invited to assist the department
in its effort, specifically about what can be done
to prevent alcohol-related activity.
Because the meeting is intended only for
Western athletes and coaches, it will not be open
to anyone else.
Western’s athletic image was tarnished by
several arrests made last year, including those of
three men’s soccer players within 15 days, all on
alcohol-related charges.
The Herald applauds Western’s athletics
department for taking this step. Addressing the
issue at the beginning of the semester tells our
athletes that their actions affect not only their
skills, but other students who, through tuition or
tickets, pay so they can play.
Because sports play a major role in bringing
national attention to Western, as well as attracting
potential students, the university as a whole can
be negatively affected by bad behavior among
athletes.
However, because the behavior of athletes and
the consequences of stepping out of line are concerns to everyone at Western, the content of the
meeting should be made available to all students
and faculty so they can understand what measures
are being taken.

Students deserve to know what is being done
to fight poor conduct, especially since most of
last year’s $70 tuition hike will be going to athletics.
Last year’s arrests came amid dramatic changes in Western athletics, including the football
team’s move to Division I-A status.
Although these problems did nothing to stem
the enthusiasm about the transition, they tended
to overshadow positive sports news, such as
data from the NCAA’s Academic Progress Rates
report in December showing gradual improvement in the overall academic performance of
Western athletes.
Western’s athletics policy gives coaches
autonomy in dealing with disciplinary problems.
But discipline should not be strictly internal. The
university itself should take a hard line when
needed.
Administrators should not tell coaches how
to handle every problem. But when a problem
becomes detrimental not only to the individual
team but also to the university itself, tougher
action is appropriate.
Whether or not arrests among Western athletes
goes down this year ultimately will depend on
personal choices made by the athletes themselves,
and no speech can guarantee that one of its listeners will not make a stupid decision.
The steps taken by Western and its athletics
department show that the university understands
that such behavior affects the institution as a

Herald online poll results

Outlet shouldn’t shift its focus
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To participate, go to www.wkuherald.com. You also can
voice your opinion on the Herald message boards and
article comments sections on our Web site.

For the past five years, the Outlet
Resource Center has served Western’s gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender community, providing support and counseling to
those who are embarking on the difficult
journey of self-discovery. Staffed by volunteers, it has focused on giving these
students a place to congregate and speak
openly and freely. It has been a safe haven
for our GLBT students and a source of
valuable information for the larger campus
community.
Since its inception, the Outlet’s sole
focus has been on serving our GLBT students. Its volunteers have put in countless
hours at the center, lending a helpful ear to
any student who may need nothing more
than a friend. Since coming to Western, I
have tried to help out with the Outlet whenever I could, and I have seen firsthand the
positive effects it has had on students’ lives.
Many students, when first coming out of
the closet, feel they have nowhere to turn.
Talking to a hall director or a resident assis-

tant may seem daunting, as these people are
viewed as authority figures, and the student
may crave a greater sense of anonymity;
this is where the Outlet comes in. Providing
a safe place to talk, where students know
they neither will be judged nor will encounter the homophobia that permeates our society, is not only necessary, but right.
Lately, there has been some discussion
on campus about shifting the focus of the
Outlet away from solely serving the gay
community and broadening its scope to
include such issues as racism, sexism and
sexual violence, among others. While desiring to help the greatest number of people is
admirable, it is not always feasible or practical. With the limited amount of resources
the Outlet has, it would be impossible to
reach every group in need. The Outlet
should be open to all people, as it has
been since day one, but we cannot address
every problem on campus. Our resources
simply won’t allow it. Furthermore, other
campus organizations exist to address these
issues: the Office of Diversity Programs for
issues of race; the International Center for
our international students; the Women’s
Studies Center for issues regarding sexism
and gender equality; and the Counseling
and Testing Center for victims of sexual
violence. These organizations and others
like them not only already serve the respective needs of this campus, but are far more
qualified in doing so than the Outlet could
ever be.
When an organization looks to take on
too much, it often fails. One of the funda-

If you could add any new technology
to campus, what would it be?

PEOPLE Poll

This editorial represents the majority view of
the Herald’s 10-member board of student editors.

COMMENTARY

So, what was the biggest
news story last semester?
140

whole. It’s unfortunate that such a thing would
be a necessity, but it might prevent future embarrassment.

Kirby Watkins

“Escalators up the Hill.
This is my first day, and
my legs are tired!”

“Better ATMs. There aren’t
a whole lot of banks represented, and the charges
suck.”

Bowling Green

Skylar Jordan is a junior history major
from Hyden. He was the director of the
campus Outlet Alliance from 2004 to 2006.
The opinions expressed in this commentary do not reflect the opinions of the
Herald or the university.
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Dave Curran
freshman

mental rules of any business, organization
or group is to identify your target demographic and your desired goal, and to work
toward them. By attempting to solve all of
Western’s problems, the Outlet runs into
two dangerous scenarios. It may become
overburdened and therefore unable to effectively accomplish anything, and perhaps
worse, it may lose its appeal to GLBT
students, who no longer view it as the safe
zone it was intended to be.
Campus organizations should work
together, as that’s how things get accomplished. But when one center or organization begins taking on too much, they risk
alienating their own core base of students
and encroaching on territory claimed by
other student organizations that are vastly
more qualified to deal with those issues.
The Outlet is a great resource center for
our campus to turn to as regards to the gay
and lesbian community, and it’s a great
place for gay and lesbian students to find a
network of support they may otherwise not
have. By broadening the scope of the Outlet
to include a myriad of other issues, we are
doing a disservice to the gay and lesbian
students of Western and, ultimately, to the
Outlet itself.

senior
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Candice France

Jaclyn Mantlo

freshman
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“Speakers in the library
to connect with someone at the front desk,
so you won’t have to
always walk there.”

“Cameras, for security purposes. It’s kind of
scary walking at night.”
		

Olmstead

Bowling Green

The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. There’s no grade at stake here. Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title. YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION
IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail
attachment. We use Macintosh computers.
5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity. The
Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
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he’ll help them if he finishes
his.
Controller Jim Cummings
also requested a new position be
made in the payroll department.
Continued from front page
Cummings said there’s only
Elizabeth Paris, the staff one manager handling payroll
representative
on
budget and tax compliance. He said
council, said she suggested a he’d like to split the job into
four-year plan that would create two positions because the job
more positions and help relieve is a lot of responsibility.
staff workload.
Other places on camMilton
Montgomery,
a pus, such as the University
groundskeeper, said everyone Bookstore, don’t have probchips in, but his job is a lot of lems with staffing, Bookstore
work.
Department
“We need some
Manager Forrest
help,” he said.
Halford said.
Montgomery
The bookstore
said he’s responhasn’t
experisible for clean- — Milton Montgomery enced problems
ing the area surstaffing
Groundskeeper with
rounding Media
because it pays for
and Technology
its own positions,
Hall, Tate Page Hall, Academic Bookstore Director Shawna
Complex and the Mimosa Lot.
Cawthorn said.
Montgomery is responsiParis said the staff would
ble for that area. But other also like to establish a computgroundskeepers will help him er replacement fund to replace
if they finish their zone, and older computers.

Staff

“We need
some help.”

About 80 percent of staff
members rely on computers
for work, Paris said.
She said they would like
to start the fund with about
$100,000, but they’d eventually need to add more money.
Staff members have been
requesting a computer replacement fund for about three
years, Paris said.
The faculty already has a
fund with $333,300 in it, she
said.
President Gary Ransdell
said there’s a long list of staffing needs that can’t be funded,
but will get into the next budget session.
The needs will be addressed
gradually over the next few
years, he said.
Robertson said she understands how stretched the budget is, but she said she still
tries to push for things important to staff.
Reach Susie Laun
at news@wkuherald.com.

Jordan Pendley/Herald
Senior payroll associate Vickye Heater organizes the payroll for WKU staff, faculty
and students. Heater is one of four employees in the payroll department. Controller Jim
Cummings said, “We are looking at restructuring and making some changes. We have
requested a position. I think that we certainly have a need for it.”

Senate passes resolution to aid retirement
By Jessica VanWinkle
Herald reporter

Western’s actions related to the ORP/KTRS debate.
September 2005 — University Senate begins debates over
whether to sue Kentucky for allegedly mishandling retirement
money
Oct. 20, 2005 — University Senate pass a resolution to leave
the issue to Western administrators.
Nov. 15, 2005 — President Gary Ransdell calls a University
Benefits Committee meeting to discuss the issue.
March 3, 2006 — Western employees have a forum to educate
themselves on the issue.
March 6, 2006 — University Senate discusses and votes on a
resolution asking Western to make up the difference from the
money transfered from ORP to KTRS.
April 25, 2006 — University Senate passes two resolutions
urging Western to take action on the retirement debate.
July 1, 2018 — ORP will stop giving money to KTRS.
Source: Previous Herald reports

University Senate is trying to help
Kentucky teachers secure their retirement.
The senate passed a resolution
at Thursday’s meeting stating that
Gov. Ernie Fletcher should use the
budget surplus to fund the Kentucky
Teachers’ Retirement System.
But Western and KTRS officials
have also come up with a possible
solution for the problem.
Fletcher visited the community college Wednesday to discuss the surplus.
The resolution urges Fletcher to
help secure the retirement system
by using the surplus to help create
alternate funding for KTRS, the resolution said.
State legislation mandates that a
portion of the money Western pays
to the Optional Retirement Program
will go to KTRS until 2018.
The senate has decided the budget
surplus should be used to fund KTRS
because the current funding arrange-

ment puts retirement money at risk for
every teacher, said Assistant History
Professor Andrew McMichael, a former senate president.
McMichael said he sent the resolution to other university senate
presidents. He said other university
senates could take whatever steps
they choose.
President Gary Ransdell said in an
e-mail to faculty Jan. 9 that Western
will track legislation in Frankfort that
affects higher education, including
KTRS.
The e-mail said Western has
reached an agreement with KTRS
officials on another way to solve the
problem.
The agreement calls for KTRS
to receive 5.1 percent of the current
13.84 percent university contribution
to the system through the year 2048,
the email said.
That would decrease the money
siphoned from ORP.
Western’s required contribution
can be increased or decreased from

the current 13.84 percent, but the
5.1 percent payment to KTRS will
remain unchanged.
ORP participants will receive 8.74
percent, the e-mail said.
The University Senate realized
the KTRS was a problem about two
years ago, McMichael said.
“We did the math on it, and looked
in on it with detail,” McMichael said,
“The KTRS system is financially
unstable.”
Assistant History Professor Eric
Reed agrees with McMichael.
“KTRS is underfunded by millions,” Reed said.
Faculty members are afraid that
everyone in the state will suffer benefit cuts, Reed said.
Ransdell said Kentucky should
care about KTRS because it’s the
state retirement system.
“It’s a huge retirement system for
educators,” Ransdell said.
Reach Jessica VanWinkle
at news@wkuherald.com.

Want to groW to your full potential?
T haT ’ s
services & Programs available
Peer TuToring

Free individual and small-group peer tutoring, in hundreds
oF WKu speciFic courses, is oFFered to all currently enrolled
WKu students. tutoring is also available in academic sKill
areas, such as note -taKing, time management, and studying.
additionally, We have tutors that can WorK With you to
prepare For tests, such as the gre.

resources (new!)

We have text booKs and test-prep booKs, reFerence booKs and
style manuals, calculators, and Fascinating audio courses,
Which you may checK out and use Within the Facility.

comPuTer Lab

We have a brand neW, 32-station computer lab Fully equipped
With course soFtWare, such as communicoach, mathematica,
and sin Falta. this lab is For academic use only, so you Will
be able to concentrate to Write a paper. the lab also has Free
printing (neW!).

where

Pass Program

the peer assisted study sessions (pass) program pairs a
tutor With certain high- enrollment, diFFicult 100-level
courses to provide extra study sessions on a WeeKly basis.
looK For these courses on topnet When you register For Fall
2007 classes.

wriTing cenTer saTeLLiTe (new!)

the Writing center, run by the department oF english
graduate program, has a neW location in tlc! come see a Wc
english graduate assistant in tlc For help With your Writing
projects. call 745-5719 For an appointment.

Writing center hours / locations
For spring 2007
tlc, duc a330: m-W 12p-4p, th/su 4p-8p
cherry hall 123: m-th 8a-3p, F 8a-12p
helm library, by reFerence desK: W 4p-8p

tlC

comes in .

tlC Spring HourS
We open Jan. 29tH!
m-Th 8a-9P
F 8a-4P
su 4P-9P
Tlc@wku.edu

745-6254

sTudy sPace

We have small study rooms For tutoring, individual study,
or small-group use. you can alWays Find peace and quiet at
tlc. so you noW have a great place to meet to do group WorK
outside oF class, as Well as your oWn individual studying and
school WorK.

academic advanTage series: workshoPs for success

(new!) WorKshops on reading strategies, essay Writing,
library resources, and learning style Will be oFFered in tlc
this spring. Watch the herald and your email account For
more inFormation!
The learning cenTer is a Program oF The academic advising and reTenTion cenTer oF wesTern kenTucky universiTy.

New
Sunday
hours!!!
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Police

Woman in regent crash returns to jail
By Katie Brandenburg
Herald reporter

A woman charged with the
murder of former Board of
Regents Chairman Cornelius
Martin and Bowling Green
resident Brooks B. Mitchell is
back in jail after being released
on a $50,000 bond.
Mickey Mosher of Warsaw,
Ind., tested positive for marijuana after the prosecution requested a drug test during a pretrial meeting Jan. 11, said Joyce
Chesnut, crime victims advocate
for Charles Orange, attorney for
the commonwealth.
Judge Tyler Gill set
Mosher’s bond at $1 million,
Chesnut said. She is in Logan
County Detention Center.

Mosher is charged with one
count of first-degree assault,
two counts of murder, four
counts of wanton endangerment and two counts of second-degree manslaughter, the
Herald previously reported.
Mosher’s truck ran into
Martin, Mitchell and Bill
Leachman on June 3, while
they were riding motorcycles.
A fourth rider, Lloyd
Ferguson, wasn’t injured.
Martin and Mitchell were
pronounced dead at the scene.
Leachman was taken to the
Vanderbilt Trauma Center in
Nashville and lost a leg, the
Herald previously reported.
Mosher’s trial is set for April

9. She must enter a
plea by March 9,
Chesnut said.
Orange couldn’t
be reached for
comment.
Mosher
was
released from the
Logan
County
Detention Center
in July 2006, after
Cornelius Martin
Mickey Mosher
being indicted by a
the sheriff’s department and is
grand jury and posting 10 perbeing tested for authenticity,
cent of her $50,000 bail.
Jenkins said.
She was searched after
Additional charges may be
being sent back to the Logan
County Detention Center, and a added after that is confirmed,
small amount of marijuana was he said.
Mosher’s attorney Stewart
found on her, Logan County
Wheeler
said the search
Jailer Bill Jenkins said.
The marijuana was sent to shouldn’t factor into the case.

Events on the day of the accident should be what are considered, he said.
These new developments
will impair Mosher’s case
because she is less accessible
and won’t be able to return to
the scene of the accident with
him to re-enact the incident,
Wheeler said.
Wheeler said Mosher will
continue a not-guilty plea.
“I don’t think she’s guilty
of anything other than being in
a tragic car accident,” Wheeler
said. “I don’t think that rises to
the level of murder.”
Reach Katie Brandenburg
at news@wkuherald.com.

Trains

From

page

1A

“It was liquid propane,”
Miller said. “If you breathe it
in, it can irritate your throat.”
No injuries or deaths were
reported in the derailment, but
25 people sought medical attention at local hospitals for the
chemical inhalation.
The crash in Bullitt County
followed another CSX train
crash in Estill County, where
four runaway railroad cars
struck two parked locomotives.
Bullitt County officials are
still working to remediate the
environmental effects of the
derailment, CSX Corporation
Spokesman Gary Sease said.
Officials have excavated more
than 2,800 tons of affected soil
since last weekend, Sease said.
Reach Christina Allen
at news@wkuherald.com.
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Grad was a ‘lifelong Westerner’
Western lost one of its strongest supporters from the last
100 years.
Grace Madeline Overby, a
former secretary at Western,
died of natural causes at 9:03
a.m. on Jan. 14 at the Medical
Center.
She was 100 years old.
“She was a die-hard
Westerner,” said Donald Smith,
assistant vice president of the
Western Alumni Association.
The funeral took place at
J.C. Kirby and Son Broadway
Chapel on Jan. 19, and visitation took place Jan. 18.
Overby was born in
Nortonville on July 22, 1906.
She graduated from the Bowling
Green Business College in 1929
with a degree in secretarial science, Smith said.
She worked for Western as a
secretary from 1928 until 1976
in the alumni and placement
offices, while several former
Western presidents worked
on the Hill, including Henry
Hardin Cherry, Paul Garrett,
Kelly Thompson and Dero
Downing.

Page 7A

She was
active with
Western,
Downing
said.
“ S h e
was one of
the people
that if it
was a univ e r s i t y - Grace Madeline
wide funcOverby
tion, she
many times had a role in that
affair,” he said.
Overby had been a member
of First Christian Church on
State Street since 1963, said
senior minister John Wesley.
She was the oldest member of
the congregation, but she was
active.
“She stayed young at heart
and stayed very engaged with
life,” he said.
Her love for Western stood
out to Wesley.
“Her commitment to Western
was the center of her life, and
she was still talking about it
well into her 90s,” he said.
Reach Nina Bosken
at news@wkuherald.com.

Administration

Fletcher discusses surplus
By Alex Fontana
Herald reporter

Gov. Ernie Fletcher said
Western might get the projects
back that he vetoed last year.
Fletcher called a “town hall”
meeting at the Carroll Knicely
Conference Center Wednesday
to discuss what to do with
Kentucky’s projected $279 million budget surplus.
President Gary Ransdell and
other leaders want the surplus to
help fund the projects Fletcher
vetoed last session.
“I have all the confidence
possible that they will be
restored,” Ransdell said.
Fletcher,
Sen.
Richie
Sanders, R-Franklin, and Sen.
Brett Guthrie, R-Bowling
Green, were confident that the
projects would be restored during the session.
Sanders and Guthrie were
among community leaders who
attended the event.
“I think it’s very, very likely we’ll restore all of those,”
Fletcher said.
Fletcher vetoed a number of
state and agency bond projects
for Western and other universities during the last legislative
session.
The budget this year will be
the same as the proposed budget
last year, said House Speaker

Wage
Continued

Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green. Richards said restoring
the projects the governor vetoed
last year is a priority.
“I don’t understand how
he could support them now
and vetoed them at the time,”
Richards said.
It’s fortunate that the General
Assembly is going to be back to
enhance the budget, he said.
“We’ve said from the day
they were vetoed that the vetoes
were wrong,” Richards said.
Some of the vetoed Western
projects included renovations
to the Owensboro Community
College, renovations to classroom buildings and the Preston
Center and construction of new
buildings. The vetoed projects
totaled about $71 million.
But Fletcher’s presentation
wasn’t all about Western.
Fletcher’s presentation began
with divulging the details of
Kentucky’s overall economy.
He then presented a list of
many statewide projects that
could receive funding from the
surplus.
Making tuition more affordable for students, giving money
to public schools and universities and increasing funding for
Kentucky’s retirement program
were among them.

Prott

from front page

However, the amount of funding and time of funding might
change, depending on what the
state and federal government
decide about raising the wage.
The Budget Council will decide
the final amount of money.
About 1,500 to 1,600 students
are employed on campus, Student
Employment Coordinator Elaine
Williams said. The normal pay
rate for student jobs on campus is
minimum wage.
Many students leave the
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Obituary

By Nina Bosken
Herald reporter

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Hill to find jobs that pay more
than minimum wage, Williams
said.
“The convenience factor of
working on campus is really
what keeps students interested in
working on campus,” she said.
Elizabethtown sophomore
Phillip Felli stocks shelves
and runs the register at the
Blockbuster on Campbell Lane.
He usually works until midnight
for about $6 an hour.
Felli said he’s afraid the
prices of everything else will
increase if the minimum wage

is increased. Felli would be happier with making a dollar more
if the cost of living and price of
goods stayed the same.
“That would be awesome,” he
said. “Then we’d be good to go.”
Felli’s assistant manager,
Jordan Eddings, said hours
would probably be cut if the
minimum wage is increased.
Eddings, a Greenville junior,
helps run the store and supervise employees.
Reach Alex Fontana
at news@wkuherald.com.

Continued

from front page

Witnesses told officials that
Prott might have been under the
influence of psychedelic mushrooms at the time of his death.
The autopsy report stated
that Prott’s death was caused
by severe body trauma.
Campus police are investigating Prott’s death, Sanson said.
Public information officer
Barry Pruitt said the Bowling
Green Police were on the scene
of the incident, but campus
police officers are investigating.

Some projects Gov. Ernie Fletcher vetoed
u

Phase III Science Complex: renovation of Science &
Technology Hall

u Gordon Ford College of Business Replacement Building lanning, design & property acquisition
u Phase II Owensboro Community College Advanced
Technology Center
uVan Meter Hall renovation
uIvan Wilson Fine Arts Center renovation
uPreston Health & Activities Center expansion
uNorth Campus parking improvements
Source: Western’s Governmental Relations Web site
The town hall group voted
on the best projects. The areas
that received the most votes
were retirement funding and
veterans funding.
Ransdell, however, cast his
vote for making tuition more
affordable.
A fellow Western employee
shared that view. Bob Edwards,
assistant vice president for
university relations, suggested
beginning a “Commonwealth
covenant” which is a similar program to the “Cardinal
covenant” at the University of
Louisville. The Cardinal covenant is a program that provides
aid for low-income students.
Western is considering
developing a similar program
for students on the Hill.

Administrators have met to
discuss the feasibility of such
a program, Ransdell said. A
proposal should be given to
the Board of Regents, he said.
Ransdell wasn’t certain when
the proposal would be finished.
The state’s increased corporate and income taxes caused
the $279 million estimated surplus, said Mary Lassiter, deputy
director of the governor’s office
of policy research in the state
budget office.
Spending cuts also contributed to the surplus, Fletcher said.
The projected surplus won’t
be final until June 30, when the
fiscal year ends.
Reach Alex Fontana
at news@wkuherald.com.

Capt.
Mike
dents need to wake
up to some of the
Dowell of campus
problems you have
police declined comat Western.”
ment on the coro“Nobody wants
ner’s decision to
to step up,” he said.
withhold the initial
“Nobody wants to
results.
get involved, to say,
Prott’s father, Mike
‘I’m going to stop
Prott, said he thinks of
this kid before he
his son every day.
gets hurt.’ That’s
Dylan Prott
“I just hope somethe way society is
thing is done, to the
point where no parent has to today. It’s so tragic.”
go through this again,” Mike
Prott said. “The community, Reach Christina Allen
the police, the staff, the stu- at news@wkuherald.com.
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Leadership
and
Volunteerism
The Dynamic Leadership Institute is designed to teach
students basic interpersonal skills and knowledge needed
to engage in various leadership roles on campus, within the
community, and in their futures.
“DLI was great preparation for working in the real world.
It taught me a lot about my personal communication and
leadership style. I also learned how to work effectively with
someone with a different leadership style. It gave me more
confidence in my ability to take on challenges and to have
fun in the process.”
- Amy Kaiser
DLI graduate

Applications for the Dynamic Leadership Institute can be attained from the Student
Activities Office, DUC 326, or can be found online at
www.wku.edu/Dept/Support/StuAffairs, and clicking on the DLI logo.
Completed applications are due to Amanda Phillips by February 1, in DUC 325.
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Katie Dawson - Graduate student & former SGA President
Devin Moran - Black Student Alliance President
Andrew Rash - Spirit Master and former Sigma Nu president
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Other programs for Spring 2007
Alternative Spring Break
High School Leadership Conference
Leadership Retreat
CONTACT US TO GET INVOLVED!

Leadership & Volunteerism contact information:
Assistant Director of Leadership & Volunteerism Amanda Phillips - amanda.phillips@wku.edu - 745-2060
Leadership & Volunteerism Coordinator Julia Wiard - julia.wiard@wku.edu - 745-2484
Leadership & Volunteerism Assistant Hunter Williams - willieh@wku.edu - 745-2495
www.wku.edu/duc, then click on Leadership & Volunteerism
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Baseball

Field getting more seating
By Will Perkins
Herald reporter

Baseball fans will have yet
another area to better their experience at Denes Field this season.
A wooden deck along the leftfield line has been under construction since the beginning of the
summer and should be completed
before the end of January.
The deck mirrors the one
which is already on the opposite
side, and should enhance enjoyment for spectators.
“Not everybody likes to sit
behind home plate,” Athletics
Director Wood Selig said.
As attendance increases and
the Toppers create a larger fan
base, coach Chris Finwood said

he likes to have more quality
viewing options.
“You have a better vantage
point and feel like you’re right
on top of the action,” he said.
“The new deck will help
enclose the field and hopefully
draw more crowds,” Finwood
said. “Any time you make a venue
fan-friendly, you’ll hopefully get
more (spectators) out there.”
The new deck cost about
$35,000 and was paid for through
donations to the program.
Last season, the deck on the
right-field line grew in popularity mostly because of the established sale of food and alcohol.
The “rally alley,” as it is called,
allowed for spectators to enjoy

the game while consuming
grilled food or a cold brew.
The success of the “rally alley”
greatly contributed to the renovation of the left-field gallery.
While devoted patrons of
the “rally alley” might initially
celebrate the news of their outsourcing to the other side of
the field, their eventual turnout
might turn up a little short.
Selig said the sale of alcohol on
the new deck is still undecided. If
the final decision is one of limited
proportions, patrons who wish to
drink during games will probably
remain over in right field.

Shannon Zirkle/Herald
Jeff Norris of Ikon Construction Inc. works on a new deck at Denes Field on Jan. 22. The
deck is part of the renovations being made to the baseball stadium.

Reach Will Perkins
at sports@wkuherald.com.

Swimming and diving

Swimmers, divers
break records
By Andrew Robinson
Herald reporter

Behind two record-setting
performances, the Toppers
extended their undefeated streak
Saturday. The Toppers (7-0) were
led by freshman Sean Penhale
and junior Francis Gilmore, who
set school and pool records,
respectively, in the 153-88 win
over Wright State.
Penhale clocked in with a
time of 9:18.40, beating senior
Karl Swanson’s previous record
time of 9:24.49 in the 1,000
meter freestyle.
“I didn’t think I was going to
be this close to records when I
came here,” Penhale said. “They
were things I was looking at, but
not for my freshman year.”
Coach Bruce Marchionda
said he believed that Penhale
could do something special during his career.
“He’s a little ahead of
schedule, of where we thought
he would be, obviously,”
Marchionda said.
Gilmore broke his own
pool record for the Bill Powell
Natatorium with a time of
1:48.75.
Other than wins by both
Gilmore and Penhale, juniors
Jevon Atkinson and Brian Lewis
and freshman Lukasz Herbst all

took home first-place finishes
for the Toppers.
The Lady Toppers (6-1) also
beat Wright State 145-95 and
were led by six first-place finishes from freshmen Katie Taylor,
Stephanie Terrell and Christie
Beck, sophomore Jennifer
Adams and seniors Jennifer
Johnson and Sam Sawzak.
The sweep over Wright
State comes following a trip
to Fort Myers Fla., in which
the Toppers and Lady Toppers
took time for mid-season training as well as a dual against
Shippensburg.
“It’s the hardest training
phase that we go through,”
Marchionda said.
The dual was different from
other meets as it consisted of a
three-stage competition, which
included a 1,000-meter swim,
1.5 mile run and finished with
a 1,000 yard kick. The Toppers
won 465-355 while the Lady
Toppers won 541.5-361.5
While the swimmers were
enjoying the Florida beaches,
the divers headed west to the
island of Oahu, where freshman
Peyton Thomas took a fifthplace finish in the 3-meter dive.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@wkuherald.com.

1922 Russellville Rd.

782-0888
You Came

You Unpacked

You went to class

Now, it’s time to eat!
1 X-Large Campus Special
1 Topping
1 Large
& Breadsticks

$16.99
Carryout or Delivery

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.

Expires 4/3/07

Pick-up special
Monday and Tuesday

1 Topping

$8.99

Dorm and Academic Buildings Only
Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.

Expires 4/3/07

1 Small

1 Large

& cheese sticks

$6.99

Carryout or Delivery

1 Topping

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.

Expires 4/3/07

2 Topping

$12.99

Limited Delivery Area. Coupon Required.
Valid only at participating locations. Customer pays all applicable sales tax.
Not valid with any buy one get one free offer. One coupon per order.

Expires 4/3/07

Back to School Specials
Short on Cash?
Donate Plasma!

Earn up to $170/ Month

Find out how thousands of people
save lives & earn extra cash by
donating plasma. Plasma is used to
manufacture unique medicines for
people with serious illnesses.
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours
a week, they can give someone a chance at
life. That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com

$10 First Visit Special: New Donors
Bring this ad for $5 extra on your 2nd
and 4th Donations
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Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
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Congratulations
The following students,
based on merit,
have been awarded the
SGA/University Bookstore
Buy-A-Book Scholarship in
the amount of two hundred
dollars. The Student
Government and the
University Bookstore
congratulate these scholars.
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Ericka Lynsey Powell
Brandon Joseph Gaines
Hiroyuki Funaki
Lacey Vanderveen
Corey Morrison
Julie Elizabeth Campbell
Lauren Marie Jerbich
Sarah Ann Foster
Chelsie Kathleen Morlock
Rebecca Marlowe Jewell
Daniel Jacob Greeson
Mary Phoenix McCubbin
Emily Ann Brindle
Jamie Lea McDonald
Chelsea Keith
William Erik Reed
Westley Addison Maupin
Eric M. Isbell
Sara Dianne Miller
Sara Elizabeth Power

January 30, 2007
5 PM
DUC 305
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Contact:
Johnathon F. Boles
Speaker of the Student Senate

745-5130

January 23, 2007

Kelly lifts Lady Tops again
shooting on the night, but
had some trouble themselves,
shooting only 35 percent from
the floor.
Sophomore forward Brianne
Brown said the team must keep
its intensity in every game.
“I think it’s our mentality,”
Brown said. “It’s the way we
come at a game. That’s our
swagger. We’re getting ready
to play, getting ready to shut
somebody down. That’s what
we did tonight.”
The Lady Toppers will travel to Jonesboro, Ark., for a 7:05
p.m. contest tomorrow against
Arkansas State.

By David Harten
Herald reporter

Entering Saturday, Western
had lost once to New Orleans
since the teams began playing
one another in 1979.
That loss remains singular
after the Lady Toppers’ 76-52
victory over the Lady Privateers
in Diddle Arena.
“We’re really pleased with our
intensity and our effort tonight,”
coach Mary Taylor Cowles said.
“As much as anything, our emotion, because I’ve really felt like
that’s something that has been
missing from our team.”
With the victory, the Lady
Toppers (12-5, 6-2 Sun Belt
Conference East) improved to
27-1 all time against the Lady
Privateers (7-14, 1-9 SBC
East).
Western lead from the tip and
never trailed, stretching it to as
much as 29 late in the first half.
The Lady Toppers were
paced by junior forward Crystal
Kelly’s game-high 24 points
and eight rebounds. She also
went 12-17 from the free throw
line. Kelly is currently second
in the nation in scoring, averaging 23.5 points per game. She
trails only Western Michigan’s
Carrie Moore, who averages
25.5 points per game.
Western took advantage of
25 New Orleans turnovers, turning them into 21 points on the
offensive end.
Western used a suffocating defense to hold the Lady
Privateers to just 37 percent

UNO
Continued

from page

12

Including the 75-70 loss to
Southern Illinois on Dec. 9 and
Sunday’s 73-70 victory over
New Orleans, Western com-

‘Swaggers’ are back

Over the break, the Lady
Toppers went 7-3, with losses at
then-No.16 Louisville, then-No.
23 Middle Tennessee State, and
at home to Louisiana-Lafayette.
In Western’s victory over
South Alabama Dec. 17, Kelly
moved into the school’s top
10 in career scoring. The victory over Arkansas-Little Rock
marked Cowles’ 100th career
victory as a head coach.
“Each game we improved
(over the break),” Marshall said.
“We had some letdowns, but
overall I feel like we got back
into that soul of Lady Toppers
basketball, and of course you
saw it on Saturday night, we got
our swaggers back.”
Reach David Harten
at sports@wkuherald.com.

piled a 7-5 record overall and
is now 7-2 in SBC play, losing only to North Texas 86-85
Dec. 19 and 71-69 to Arkansas
Little-Rock Jan. 17.
“We knew we were going
to face some challenges with
our non-conference schedule,”
Horn said. “But if we continue
to improve and make the prog-

Fred Meador

BODY
SHOP

•••••••••••••••••••
Stonehenge Properties
1 & 2 bdrm. available. Ask
about our move in specials.
Call 320-6425
•••••••••••••••••••
Cabell Gardens Fall 2007
Executive apartments, one
block from WKU, 3 bdrm.,
$250 each, parking, W/D, all
appliances. 1504 Park St.
270-781-9182
•••••••••••••••••••
1 Bdrm Apt at 123 East
11th St. Includes Washer
and Dryer. $325. 781-8307
•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 2
bedroom apt., $375/mo., no
pets, lease and deposit
required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
1 Bedroom, 2 Double Beds,
1 Bath, Kitchen, Furnished,
Studio Apartment, $325/per
month. $200 deposit.
782-1922.
1 Block from Cherry Hall!
•••••••••••••••••••
1, 2 & 3 Bdrms. New 21
Station Fitness Center and
Business Center! Adjacent to
WKU Shuttle! Call 842-4063
cameronpark@bellsouth.net
•••••••••••••••••••

Coach

University’s Athletic Web site,
Springer will be the Toppers’
new defensive coordinator.
The former defensive
Continued from page 12
backs coach at Bowling Green
made me who I am,” he said. University was a teammate
“And I am going to represent and defensive back at Butler
University with
Western Kentucky
Elson.
to the fullest,
Since Western
‘cause I’m like a
has not made the
kid leaving home
hire official, Elson
representing his
declined to comfamily.”
ment.
While
the
But an official
departure
of
announcement of
Taggart leaves a
the hire could be
void on the offenmade in the next
sive coaching staff,
few weeks, dependthe defensive staff
Dennis Springer
ing on when other
welcomed a new
coaching changes
man to Western.
Dennis Springer will are finalized, Elson said.
join the Toppers’ staff as a
defensive coach. According Reach Andrew McNamara
to the Bowling Green State at sports@wkuherald.com.

Greg Barnette/Herald
Junior forward Crystal Kelly moves past New Orleans junior
forward Andrea Williams during Western’s 76-52 win on
Saturday.
ress we’re making, there’s no
question we’ll reach our full
potential in March.”
The past few weeks haven’t
helped that effort, as several players have suffered injuries that
have kept them out of action.
According to Horn, Lee’s
injury was classified as a sprain
in the arch of the foot.

Rogers and freshman forward Jeremy Evans also had
ankle sprains, while sophomore
forward Matt Maresca is still
recovering from a shoulder
injury that limited his ability
to play.
Reach Ed Lukins
at sports@wkuherald.com.

High School Baseball/Softball

New Umpire Orientation
Thursday, January 25, at 6 p.m. at Warren
East High School. For more info contact Phil
Burkeen at 781-9176.

10% off

collision repairs to all
Western students &
faculty

Guys & Gals
Haircuts

Free estimates

$5

Pick-up and delivery
available

7100 Russellville Rd · 781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm

For Rent
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For Rent

•••••••••••••••••••
2 bdrm. apt., appliances,
furnished, nice, clean, next
door to WKU. Off street
parking with security lights.
Cable ready, no pets.
References, deposit required
$390/mo. 842-0427
•••••••••••••••••••

All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $519; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for
Summer/Fall Semester. Limited
Availability!Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

All Work Done by Students

Campus Walk Apartments
Next To Froggy’s Pizza

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Completely
Remodeled! Call for Special!
842-9478

DONUT SHOP

Barber College

901 U.S. 31W By Pass
Bowling Green, KY 42101
Across from Arby’s
(270) 842-7155

South Central Kentucky
of Bowling Green
2417 Russlleville Rd
Bowling Green KY 42101
(270)782-3261

Open 24 hours • A Great Place to Study!

For Rent

Spring Break

Miscellaneous

Hillside
Apartments

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
CELEBRITY CRUISE from
$339! Includes Meals, Taxes,
Exclusive Parties w/MTV
Celebrities. Cancun,
Acapulco, Nassau, Jamaica
From $599! Panama City &
Daytona from $169! Organize
a group and travel FREE! Call
StudentCity.com/Spring
BreakTravel.com at
1.888.SPRINGBREAK or visit
www.StudentCity.com

Great Gifts for Less!
Shop online at
www.elainegiftsforless.com
or call 202-1965.

New
Price!!!

2Bdrms. $475/mo.
Most Utilities Paid!
Close to Campus!
Call Ben or Abby.

Call 782-8282

•••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••

Spence Property Management

GREAT AMERICAN

Note to Readers:
The College Heights Herald screens
ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or
claim. Please use caution when
answering ads, especially when
asked to send money or provide
credit card information.

City of Bowling Green
Landscape Helper (Seasonal)
Assists with maintenance of landscaped areas for the city; Installing plant
materials according to design and maintaining areas. Operate various tools
and equipment such as gardening tools, lawn mowers, rake, garden tiller. High
School diploma, GED, or vocational school, with one year of landscape
experience preferred. Starting: $7.90 - $8.90/hr.
Interested applicants should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our webiste at www.
bgky.org. Completed applications must be submitted by 4:00 pm, February 2, 2007. The City
of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

•••••••••••••••••••

•••••••••••••••••••

Filmmakers, Actors,
Students, etc...
I shot a short film in
Bowling Green recently called
“The Painter” (5 Minutes).
It is entered into OTL Reality
Series. We are trying to get as
many hits as possible.
You can go to my direct link
and view the film http://films.
thelot.com/films/1938.

•••••••••••••••••••

Tanning As Low as $10/Week,
$18.88/Month, Body Wraps,
HydroMassage, Airbrush and
European Highpressure
Tanning 24/7 Tanning Coming
Soon! Sunorama 843-6996!
•••••••••••••••••••
Guys and girls haircuts $5.00.
Barber College of South
Central Kentucky. 782-3261
•••••••••••••••••••

Help Wanted
•••••••••••••••••••
Part Time Receptionist
position. Candidate must be
energetic, neat in appearance,
and have the ability to
multi-task. Must possess good
organizational skills, and good
typing and computer skills.
Job will be answering phones,
setting up appointments, filing,
data entry, and other general
office tasks. Saturdays required.
Email resume to parttime
receptionist@yahoo.com
•••••••••••••••••••
LAW CLERK
seeking WKU student
year-round in law office. Send
resume and transcript to Att.
Office Manager, 607 E. 10th
Ave., BG, KY 42101
•••••••••••••••••••
Job Opportunity!
in Psychology field. Degree
or Non-Degree positions
available. Call Ms. King
270-678-4706
•••••••••••••••••••

Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes
it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin,
handicapped status, families with children, or any intention to make such a preference, limitation or discrimination.” This
newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. Please notify
the Fair Housing Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-3247 if you feel there has been a violation.

Sports

Notable

•Freshman forward Arnika Brown,
is the second Miss Kentucky
Basketball on the Lady Toppers’
roster. Junior forward Crystal Kelly
claimed the honor in 2004.

Contact:
Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com
Photo editor Sarah Wright:
photo@wkuherald.com
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Football

Taggart heads
west; defense
nets new coach

Western 73, New Orleans 70

B y A n d r e w M c N ama r a
Herald reporter

Familiar faces met again in new places as
the Hilltopper football staff experienced some
changes during the winter break.
The rearrangement caused the team to say
farewell to a legend and greet an unofficial new
coach.
After spending the last four years mentoring
the men that broke or approached most of his own
records, Willie Taggart made a move of cardinal
significance to his career.
Taggart, a former assistant head football coach
and quarterback’s coach at Western, has taken a
job as the running backs’ coach at Stanford. He
will work under Jim Harbaugh, the son of Jack
Harbaugh, who coached Taggart from 1995 to
1998.
The elder Harbaugh coached at Western from
1989 to 2002.
The younger Harbaugh hired Taggart on Dec.
22, but was unavailable for comment about the
move.
Taggart, a former All-American quarterback
at Western, coached on the Hill for the last eight
seasons.
Head coach David Elson said he was not
surprised by Taggart’s decision, considering the
relationship Harbaugh had with Taggart as a
player, peer and person.
“I knew as soon as Jim (Harbaugh) got a head
coaching job, he’d want to hire Willie,” Elson
said. “I mean, Willie was one of the first guys Jim
recruited and he was even the best man at Willie’s
wedding.”
Elson said Taggart had been a big part of his
coaching career.
“Willie, he just has a presence, he’s a successful type of person,” he said.
For Taggart, the success is met with sorrow as
he leaves behind his home and the foundation of
his football career.
“Western is my home, it’s where I played ball
and grew into a young man and it pretty much
See Coach,

page
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Athletes to hear
behavior talk
By Will Perkins
Herald reporter

Continuing the pursuit of an upstanding reputation, Western’s athletics department has hired
a public speaker to hold three sessions for its
student athletes tonight.
Gail Hand, picked from an NCAA speaker’s
list, will give a speech on alcohol titled “Taming
the Brew.”
The three sessions will be broken down into
men, women and the football team, and are closed
to the public. The last group is set apart because
of its large number of members.
The athletics department strives to have one
outside speaker per year, and receives $500 annually from the NCAA for such purposes, Associate
Director of Athetics Pam Herriford said.
“We try to bring speakers and educational
opportunities to our student-athletes on a regular
basis,” Athletics Director Wood Selig said. “We’re
just concerned with their total development.”
While there wasn’t a speaker in the fall of
2006, there were three alcohol-related arrests of
student athletes within a 15-day span.
Soccer players Alex Sheikh, Daniel Payne and
Alex Holmes were all arrested in three separate
alcohol-related incidents.
Although these sessions are not directly in
response to the recent conduct of Western athletes,
the coincidence will most likely benefit the players.
Head tennis coach Jeff True said he supports
the meetings.
See Athletes,

page
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Greg Barnette/Herald
Junior forward Boris Siakam and junior forward Mike Walker cover New Orleans senior guard Jamie McNeilly during
Western’s 73-70 win on Sunday.

Western slides past UNO
By Ed Lukins
Herald reporter

Junior
guard
Tyrone
Brazelton continued dominance
and the return of junior forward
Courtney Lee sparked a 7370 Topper victory over New
Orleans (9-11, 5-4 Sun Belt
Conference) Sunday afternoon.
Lee, who sprained his right
foot and was making his first
appearance since playing at
Nebraska on Jan. 6, started
slowly, but scored 13 points,
including two crucial buckets in
the final minute, to give Western
(15-6, 7-2 SBC) its final margin
over the Privateers.
“At the beginning, I was
shooting too many jump shots,”

he said. “The coaches started telling me to go to the hole. That’s
easy buckets and you’ve got a
friend in the backboard, so that’s
what I did in the second half.”
Brazelton had a strong performance once again on Sunday,
scoring in double figures for the
fifth straight game.
“Our aggressiveness and
togetherness were the factors
tonight,” he said. “I knew I
needed to be more assertive and
make good decisions.”
Despite his heightened intensity, Brazelton finished with no
turnovers to go along with 17
points and seven rebounds.
New Orleans junior guard Bo
McCalebb paced all scorers with

28 points to lead four Privateers
starters in double figures. New
Orleans’ bench, however, did
not score while Western got 20
points from their reserves.
Coach Darrin Horn praised
his team’s effort despite the
injuries that have plagued the
Toppers of late.
Along with Lee, junior guard
Ty Rogers has also been slowed
the last few games by an ankle
injury.
Horn said some of the blame
for the team’s inconsistencies
lately goes to not being able to
practice full strength.
“I think right now we’re the
walking wounded,” Horn said.
“We went six minutes without

scoring in the second half. I
thought the kids showed a lot of
toughness and courage, but we
need to get healthy and do it for
a prolonged period of time.”
The Toppers will hit the road
to play at Arkansas State at 7
p.m. Thursday before heading
to Denver to play at 3 p.m.
Saturday.

Over the break

Though the Toppers, a perennial Sun Belt Conference powerhouse, began this year’s conference campaign on a sour note,
they have since rebounded and
now stand atop the East division.
See UNO,

page
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Basketball teams face lineup changes
Women
By David Harten
Herald reporter

With one ending, comes a
new beginning.
Freshman forward Alicia
Bunton left the Lady Toppers
last week, while last season’s
Kentucky Miss Basketball
joined the team yesterday.
Freshman forward Arnika
Brown is eligible to practice
with the team immediately.
Coach Mary Taylor
Cowles also confirmed following Western’s 47-45 victory at Arkansas-Little Rock
that Bunton has left the team
citing personal reasons.
The Louisville native averaged five points and three
rebounds in 12 games this
season, including 11 starts.
Bunton had the best
game of her brief career on

Jan. 11 at Florida
The Hopkinsville native said
International, scorthe decision to
ing a career high 13
attend Western
points in Western’s
was not last min71-61 win.
ute, and that she
Brown
has
and Cowles had
enrolled at Western
been communibut won’t be eligicating for a perible for play until the
od of time.
conclusion of the
Western’s
Arnika
Brown
Fall 2007 semesproximity
to her
ter. She must sit out
hometown also
the mandatory year as a redplayed a part in her becoming
shirt because of her previous a Lady Topper.
enrollment at Kentucky.
“Giving my mom a chance
“We look forward to hav- to see me play,” she said.
ing her in our program and “That’s even better, it’s one
helping her improve,” Cowles of the biggest reasons why I
said.
chose Western.”
Brown originally enrolled
Brown averaged 25 points
at Kentucky, but left the and 12 rebounds as a senior
team at the conclusion of at Christian County High
summer classes. She origi- School.
nally planned to transfer to St.
Catharine Junior College, but Reach David Harten
at sports@wkuherald.com.
decided against it.

Men
By Ed Lukins
Herald reporter

A tough schedule
and several key injuries have made life
pretty interesting for
the Toppers during the
last few weeks.
The roster has taken
hits as well.
Most noticeable is
the absence of senior
guard Benson Callier,
who was billed in the
preseason to be a leader for the Toppers.
“Benson has been
dismissed from the
team for violating team
rules,” Head coach
Darrin Horn said. Horn
would not specify on the
rules Callier violated.
Callier started 10

of the 11 games he
played in, averaging
seven points and three
rebounds while shooting 41 percent from
three-point range.
Gone from the bench
is junior forward Raed
Mostafa, a junior-college transfer who saw
minimal minutes in his
brief Western career.
Over 11 games,
Mostafa
averaged
1.5 points and 1.2
rebounds while playing
just under six minutes
a game.
“Raed made a decision to leave the team
and return back to
Germany,” Horn said.
“His decision was based
on personal reasons.”
Reach Ed Lukins at
sports@wkuherald.com.
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Notable

• The Kennedy administration originally imposed an
embargo on Cuba in 1962,
after the Cuban missile crisis.

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
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Diversions editor A. Layne Stackhouse:
features@wkuherald.com
Assistant photo editor Trevor Frey:
photo@wkuherald.com

Column

New reviewer
critiques good,
bad, unseen
By Will Cravens
Herald reporter

B
CU A

to

Photos by P
atrick Yen
during his
trip to Cub
a

and ba k

Student discovers Cuban culture before getting detained

Cancun, Mexico. The group asked Yen to
take photos during its tour, Yen said.
“I took a lot of photos. Though a lot
The wet, decaying body of a small,
brown dog lay sprawled across the dirty of them were of the group, I did get to
sidewalk like a piece of gutter trash. shoot some street shots,” Yen said.
Yen took more than 15 hours of
Seemingly unnoticed by the dozens of
people walking past, it remains; unkempt, video footage along with nearly 2,000
photos during his travels. He
uncared for and unloved.
described his experiences as
To many, such an image
incredible.
is morose, but to Louisville
“I had never traveled outsenior Patrick Yen, a photoside of the country before,”
journalism student who just
Yen said. “And I discovered
returned from a trip to Cuba,
that there’s a lot more to Cuba
this image is an allegory for
than is accredited to it by
something greater.
Western media.”
“I tend to see it as an examThough his primary reason
ple of the ‘who cares’ attitude
for traveling was innocent, his
that’s prevalent in our counPatrick Yen
group’s unwillingness to deny
try,” Yen said. “So to me,
its illegal plans proved costly
when I took this shot in Cuba,
for Yen on his return flight.
it was representative of how
“The first signs of trouble we experithe U.S. often sits idly by, in plain view
enced were when we landed in Houston,”
of world poverty.”
Traveling as part of the Henry Yen said. “Our flight was not cleared for
Wallace Brigade, a nonprofit cultural the runway due to troubles and we sat on
education workshop, Yen and 26 others the plane for 45 minutes.”
After the plane was cleared, Yen
from around the Louisville area made it
their goal to learn as much as possible said all the members of the group were
searched and then let go. He, however,
about the country of Cuba.
Though it’s illegal for Americans to was not.
“I was really the only one who experigo to Cuba because of an embargo,
the Brigade made arrangements from enced any kind of trouble. After finding
B y M i ch a e l H a l l
Herald reporter

out who I was, I was taken to a back
room where U.S. Customs began to
interrogate me.”
Yen was released a half-hour later,
after being threatened by customs officials with having his passport taken
away and being denied re-entry into the
country, he said.
“I feel as if they targeted me because
I was the only independent journalist in
the group,” Yen said.
Although Yen’s crisis during his travels is relatively recent, the restrictions
that hindered his travel to Cuba are nothing new.
Originally imposed by the Kennedy
administration following the Cuban missile crisis in 1962, limits on travel to
the island were later expanded in the
1980s under the Reagan administration,
according to www.encarta.com.
Cuba remains the only country in the
Western Hemisphere where American
citizens cannot travel because of an
embargo.
Nevertheless, estimates from the
Cuban government report that more than
100,000 Americans travel illegally to
Cuba each year, according to www.
encarta.com.
See Cuba, Page 2B

It seems that the Herald once again wants
to liven its pages with the words of a bona fide
film critic. I’d just like to say that I’m not a
pretentious film snob who looks down on movies
for lacking dramatic realism, socially conscious
themes or witty dialogue.
I like those things, but I also like a good comedy with “Saturday Night Live” alumni, actionpacked chases or even romantic comedies that
make me feel all warm inside. I’m just a guy who
loves to watch movies.
To give a brief history of my experience with
film, I am a mass communication major and have
taken several classes here that dealt with critical
analysis of film.
Some of you may also know me as the former
cinema chair for the Campus Activities Board. I
served in that position for two years, giving me
experience in film selection and promotion.
I have been working in the movie business
since 2002, when I was hired at the famed Baxter
Avenue Theaters in Louisville, which is an art
house theater that shows a wide variety of films.
As a seasonal worker, I have free access to
movies during the busy blockbuster season of
summer and the awards season during winter
break. While there, I’ve tried to see virtually
every movie that played; big and small, good and
bad. This gave me a diverse background in the
styles and types of films I’ve seen.
I developed the ability to find something I like
about every film I watch, no matter how bad it
may be overall. I gave every movie a chance then,
and I will do the same now.
Over the years, talking with patrons and colleagues at the theater, I also developed an aptitude for talking about movies.
Careful not to give anything away, I discussed characters, plot, style, themes and more
with anyone who would listen. That helped me
gain a sense of audience and how to answer the
frequently asked questions, “What’s the movie
about?” and “Is it any good?”
You may notice a trend of independent and
small-budget films being reviewed more often
than blockbusters. My goal is to share my
thoughts on films that aren’t guaranteed to have
a large audience.
There are just some movies that audiences will
see no matter what the critics are saying. There
are others that can be doomed by a few poor
reviews from some influential critics.
My philosophy on movies relies on the realization that they are made to make money. Period. Film
studios know that the more entertaining a movie is,
the more likely people are to pay to see it.
There are standards that audiences and critics
alike come to expect. So when a movie meets our
requirements, we just might spend our hard-earned
money. No matter what you are entertained by,
be it comedies, thrillers or indie flicks, we can all
agree that we want to enjoy what we watch.
My hope is that I can share with you some
films released this semester that prove themselves
worthy of watching.
Reach Will Cravens
at features@wkuherald.com.

Prism Concert offers
blend of musical tastes
Red Hot Steel, Western’s steel
drum band, delivered the most
A disco ball shooting light unusual performances.
The highlight of the wind
over the auditorium mesmerized
a full house at Van Meter Hall as ensemble performance came
Bands Director John Carmichael when it performed “Ghosts.”
began the 12th annual Prism It began with a voiceover by
Carmichael explainConcert.
ing the piece.
The concert blend“Van Meter is said
ed light and sound to
to be inhabited by
show many different
ghosts,” Carmichael
styles of music —
said. “We are saying
the reasoning behind
goodbye to the ghosts
the title.
Go online for
of Van Meter since
“The
concert
multimedia
it is being renovated
shows many different
this year.”
aspects of the instruwkuherald.com
Fog, eerie lights
mental program,”
and dragging chains
Carmichael said.
“A lot of people see us as helped set the mood. It was
one thing—a band. There is so completed when people dressed
as ghosts and ghost-like balmuch more.”
The performances ranged loons filled the hall.
Occasionally an audience
from classical, such as the cello
duet, to upbeat, like the jazz and member would jump, especially
during a part of the performance
basketball bands.
But the wind ensemble and reminiscent of the shower scene
By Heather Ryan
Herald reporter
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in the movie “Psycho.”
Red Hot Steel also put on
quite a show. With glitter and a
Caribbean medley, including “I
Shot the Sheriff,” it was a trip to
Jamaica in Van Meter.
“The steel drums have all
different pitches, so it is a little
harder,” said Lewisburg sophomore Nelson Logan, a drummer
in Red Hot Steel.
Assistant Music Professor
Mark Berry explained why the
experience was unique.
“All the drums are handmade,” Berry said. “Only a
handful of people make them
in the world, and it takes two
years.”
Berry said the reason he
started the steel drum band was
to provide “multicultural music
outreach.”
“I love coming here every
year and learning about it,”
said Raymond Logan, father of
Nelson Logan.

Kellie Manier/Herald
Brandon Sanders, a sophomore tuba player from Stanford in Western’s basketball band,
performs “Dirty Little Secret.” The band ended with the school’s fight song at the 12th
annual Prism Concert.
The concert has a good cause.
Any profit is used to endow
scholarships by the music department, Carmichael said.
The show ended with a
standing ovation. Carmichael
was as pleased as the audience
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appeared.
“It is always remarkable how
it comes together when they
are not in school and there are
no rehearsals, especially to put
on a show of that magnitude,”
Carmichael said. “No athletic

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

coach would ever take a month
off and play a game two days
after coming back. They all did
a great job.”
Reach Heather Ryan
at features@wkuherald.com.
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Shannon L. Zirkle/Herald
Leaving the new Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity house, Carrollton sophomore Aaron
Sutherland heads to campus. The SAEs are the first fraternity to have their house built in
Greek Village after their last house burned down.

Greek Village plans
continue to develop

Cuba

Continued

from

1B

t

Assistant Photojournalism
Professor Jeanie Adams-Smith
said security in Cuba is tight
and most officials are cautious of
foreigners.
“Despite the embargo, Cubans
remain very curious about
Americans,” Adams-Smith said.
“The people are very warm, and

News brief

Real Worlders to visit
Western Place

Two former cast members of
MTV’s “The Real World” will
be visiting Bowling Green today.
Randy Barry, from “Real World:
San Diego” and Syrus Yarbrough,
from “Real World: Boston” will be

Convenient Parking
Just a few feet from campus
shop:

UTS
University Textbook
2 Locations

Go online
Thursday for a
virtual tour of
the SAE house
wkuherald.com
island nation remains firm.
“Cuba is a really great country,
and that’s what most people don’t
understand,” he said. “There are
problems, yes, but there’s also a
lot of really good things about it,
too. Those things just never happen to be covered by our media.
I’m just glad I got to experience it
for myself.”

making appearances at a meet-andgreet in the clubhouse at Western
Place Apartments on Patton Way
from 3 to 6 p.m. as part of a Place
Properties promotional tour.
The event will include live
music entertainment by Clay
Harned, free food and drinks
and prize giveaways, including a

chance to win a spring break trip
for those signing a lease, an MTV
trivia game and gift cards from
local businesses. Later in the
evening, Barry and Yarbrough
will be at The Brewing Company
between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m.

On Friday, February 2nd and
Saturday, February 3rd, we
invite you to join us at
Greenwood Spirits & Wine
Shoppe (2825 Scottsville Road)
for an exceptional tasting that
similar to Orson Welles journey
to Basque country will remind
us that “Those Who Live Well,
Drink Well.”

Largest % of
used books anywhere.

Reach Susie Laun at
news@wkuherald.com.

are able to separate the differences between Americans and
American governmental policy.”
Adams-Smith, along with
Assistant History Professor
Andrew McMichael, traveled to Cuba in January. It was
McMichael’s sixth time traveling
there. He and Adams-Smith are
working on a coffee table book
about Old Havana, he said.
Though Yen’s experiences
might have been dampened by
his detention, his love for the

High piping Pe’hlivi with “Wine!
Wine! Wine! Red Wine!” --the
Nightingale’s song warms the
moveable feasts of Candlemas and
Winter. Nascency exposes the
vision of wine-makers and
varietals as vines whisper
seasonal proverbs. To every
gustation there is an affirmation of
Being; savoring the sweet fruits
and gossamer tannins of Spanish
Garnacha (Grenache) next to a
crackling fire while reciting “En
un lugar de la Mancha...” in the
ears of the beloved brings Janus’
rosy cheeks divine enjoyment.
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for raising the money, Pride
said.
The five fraternities chosen to
be the first to move into Greek
Village were selected because
they were the five that stepped
up and wanted to be a part of the
process, he said.
Administrators have discussed
plans for Greek Village several
times over the years, but plans for
the present Greek Village began
in about 2001, Pride said.
Pride said the first phase of
Greek Village will take about five
or six years to complete.
The hope is to expand Greek
Village so more fraternities and
sororities can build in the area,
he said.

& Supply

Next to The Registry

Just across the tracks by the old parking structure

Behind Happy Inn
1467 KY St.
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Reach Michael Hall at
features@wkuherald.com.
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— Michael Hall
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Avenue of
Champions

In April 2005, the Sigma
Alpha Epsilon fraternity house
burned down.
A year-and-a-half later,
members of the fraternity were
able to move into their new
house in Greek Village.
Even in the midst of winning
various awards, SAE President
Aaron Strawn, a Henderson
senior, said the brotherhood suffered without a house.
“It brings everyone together,” he said.
The house was completed a
few days before Christmas, and
members moved in during the
first week of January, Strawn
said.
The brotherhood is starting
to pick up speed since members
have moved in, he said.
“It feels more like a fraternity,” he said.
The SAEs are the first fraternity to move to Greek Village.
Four other fraternities are in
the process of building houses
in Greek Village, said Charley

Pride, director of student activities and organizations.
Sigma Chi, Sigma Phi
Epsilon, Sigma Nu and Phi
Delta Theta fraternities are in
various development stages, but
none have broken ground yet,
he said.
There’s no specific timeline for when construction will
begin, Pride said.
Randy Bracey, the Sigma
Chi adviser, said the fraternity
is hoping to break ground during this semester and be ready
for members to move in during
the fall semester.
Bracey said Sigma Chi is
wrapping up fundraising and
has a design in mind.
The Sig Eps are still fundraising, but they’re hoping to
break ground sometime in 2007,
said President Clinton Pillow, a
Bowling Green junior.
Pillow said he doesn’t know
when in 2007 they’ll be ready to
break ground.
The Phi Delts and the Sigma
Nus are fundraising, Pride said.
Fraternities are responsible

University
Textbook

Stop
Light

Old Morgantown
Road

By Susie Laun
Herald reporter

$
$
$

Parking
Structure

University Blvd.

The Registry

“New Ownership”

Cultivated in the “field of the miraculous and
incredulous,” treasure-seeking pirates will be allured by the 2005
Campo de Borja Vina Borgia Garnacha ($10.99 1.5L) as a
concubinage of fleshy, sweet tone with strawberries,
kirsch and translations of Petrach while the 2002 Bodegas
Muga-Rioja Reserva (Tempranillo 70%, Grancha 20%,
Mazuelo y Graciano 10%) envelops a nose of vanilla and
coconut chaperoning ripe, red-berried fruits and white
chocolate. Un Chien Vino, Alvear’s Cream Montilla ($12.99)
from Southern Spain has a dark, amber color with nutlike
aromas and flavors of almonds and pecans that makes for a
delicious after-dinner drink, companion to creamy, nutty
dishes, or an aperitif to Bunuel films.
Luscious white grapes naturally selected antipodal to
barnacles, the 2004 Ken Forrester Petit Chenin (100%
Chenin Blanc) flourishes ripe melons with a mild, honeysuckle
palate while 2005 Crios Torrontes (the symbolic, aromatic
white grape of Argentina) has hints of peach and white pear
complementing orange citrus fruits and balanced acidity.
Creatures of a fiery heart will also enjoy sampling the smooth,
complex, mellow Four Roses Single Barrel Bourbon by
master distiller Jim Rutledge.

10
10

SAVE TEN DOLLARS
This coupon is worth
$10.00 off on any
$100 minimum
purchase of used
textbooks for the
2006-07 school year.
Across from McCormack
and The Registry
111 Old Morgantown Rd

Limited time

TEN

783-0687

10
10

2825 Scottsville Road
270-782-0300
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‘Children of Men’ awes,
gives new life to cinema
By Will Cravens
Herald reporter

t

There is no doubt this award
season was full of excellent films.
However, the most impressive is
“Children of Men,” directed by
Alfonso Cuarón. We’re offered
a dark look at a bleak near
future in this thrilling and dramatic action-adventure.
The world’s youngest citizen
just died at 18. There is global
anarchy as the population faces
the likelihood of its own extinction due to pandemic infertility. In 2027, London is one
of the few remaining outposts
that resembles civilization. The
government is trying to control
the immigration crisis by filling
camps with “fugees.”
Former activist Theo (Clive
Owen) is brought back into
action by his ex-wife, Julian
(Julianne Moore), who is a leader of the rebel group called the
“fish.” She wants him to help
a refugee named Kee (ClaireHope Ashitey) get to an elusive
organization at sea called The
Human Project.
With help from all sides of the
political spectrum, including his
hippie friend, Jasper (Michael
Caine), the skeptical Theo tries

to save the world
from peril when he
once again discovers there is hope
for us all.
When describStarring: Clive Owen, Michael Caine,
ing this film, the
first words that
Julianne Moore
come to mind are
Director: Alfonso Cuarón
“visually stunRated: R for strong violence, profanity,
ning.” Noteworthy
drug use and brief nudity.
are the long takes,
Our grade: A+
including
one
nine-minute shot
later in the film. The chore- tions are made to look believography is practically flawless ably like a ravaged England.
From advertisements to spray
from the entire crew.
The cameramen, who shot paint on buildings that deliver
entirely with hand-held camer- messages, there is excellent use
as, knew exactly what they were of setting to help tell the story.
What is remarkable about
supposed to be shooting. The
actors move seamlessly in and this film is that the story is plauout of shots as the action is cap- sible. We are placed in a sobertured around them. Excellent ing situation that feels strangely
performances from veterans and contemporary. Current probextras alike give the ultimate lems such as social stratification, immigration and governexperience in believability.
A team of five writers mental control are addressed
adapted the script from the without overbearing the story.
best-selling novel by British It’s nice to see a “futuristic”
author P.D. James. I have not film that isn’t so far from belief
read the book, but I imagine that we ignore its message.
that the film acts like a visual
supplement to his words.
Reach Will Cravens at
Elaborate sets and real loca- features@wkuherald.com.

Film review
Children of Men

News brief

Students remember
Martin Luther King Jr.

A crowd gathered outside
State Street Baptist Church,
some people dressed in suits,
others in jeans. They stood in
the rain, awaiting a shuttle to
take them to the Warren County
Regional Justice Center. Young
and old, the crowd was ready
to march in remembrance of
Martin Luther King Jr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
was Jan. 15, and Western stu-
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dents and faculty came out to
memorialize the civil rights
leader.
“Marching helps me grasp a
moment and experience a little
what Dr. King went through,”
Hopkinsville senior Torrence
Douglas said. “The Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. legacy is something I cherish and hold dear to
my heart.”
Though marchers were pelted
with icy rain, their spirits did not
falter. People marched almost a
mile to commemorate King.

Later, they met outside State
Street Baptist Church to attend a
Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
Celebration.
Louisville junior Jasmin
Franklin came to participate
in Martin Luther King Jr. Day
events.
“He really changed everything for Americans — he gave
us hope,” she said. “He let us
know what could and needed to
be changed.”
—Stephanie Keene
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Western students try
to keep their resolutions

quitting smoking.
Athletic centers in Bowling
Each year when the ball Green have seen an increase in
drops in Times Square, millions business because of New Year’s
of people make promises to promises. Derick Fair, head fitness coordinator at Bowling
change for the new year.
Many make simple resolu- Green Parks and Recreation,
tions, like trying to be kinder said January through March is
or call family members more the busiest time of the year.
College students usually
often. Others make difficult
vows, such as losing weight or keep using their membership
until spring break,
but attendance tends
Help to keep your resolution
to dip, after that Fair
said.
To Quit Smoking
Alissa Arnold,
u Free Smoking Cessation support
fitness coordinaclasses, The Health and Wellness
tor at the Preston
Center in Greenwood Mall (more
Center, said she sees
sessions start in April), 270-745-0942
the same trend.
u Laser Solutions on Fairview
Glasgow junior
Avenue, $349 for three treatments,
Heather McKinney
270-782-5055
said she has made a
weight loss resoluTo Lose Weight
tion and plans to use
the Preston Center.
u The Preston Center’s five-week
“This is the first
program, helps with weight loss and
time I have had
body composition, 270-745-6531
serious intentions
u Weigh to Wellness at The Health
to stick with it,”
and Wellness Center, $50 program
McKinney said. “It
includes a personal trainer, a dietiis not just a diet or
cian and support meetings. New
a resolution. It is
sessions start in April.
going to be a lifeBy Heather Ryan
Herald reporter

HERALD

style change.”
Preston has enabled a fiveweek program to help monitor
body composition and weight
loss, Arnold said. The program
lasts until spring break.
McKinney said she plans on
working on her fitness goal first
and tackling her smoking habit
later.
For people who are trying to
quit smoking, patches and gum
might not be successful. Laser
treatment may be an alternative
method to help kick the habit.
Lisa Graden, owner of Laser
Solutions in Bowling Green,
said the addiction is cured by
applying a painless laser to the
ears, nose and hands. The procedure attempts to increase the
natural endorphins in the body
to help beat the craving.
“It helps balance out that
physical body chemistry to
make it manageable to stop
smoking,” Graden said.
James Fultz, a sophomore
from Hendersonville, Tenn.,
made a resolution to stop smoking. He has tried multiple methods, such as chewing gum and
eating sunflower seeds.
But so far, Fultz has had at

Sarah Dudik/Herald
James Fultz, a sophomore from Hendersonville, Tenn., instructs the bass line at
Greenwood High School during indoor drumline practice on Saturday. He made a New
Year’s resolution to quit smoking, a habit Fultz started when he was 14. “I try to keep my
hands busy,” Fultz said. So far, he hasn’t gone a day without a cigarette.
least one cigarette every day.
“I am taking it slow and
steady,” Fultz said.
For people such as Fultz
that might need extra help but
don’t want to use a laser, The
Medical Center’s Health and
Wellness Center in Greenwood
Mall offers Smoking Cessation,
a 12-week social support class.
Smoking Cessation meets on
Mondays from 6 to 7 p.m. The
January sessions are closed, but
another session will begin in April,
according to The Medical Center.

The Health and Wellness
Center also offers a Weigh to
Wellness six-week program.
This program targets weight
loss with the help of a dietician, a personal trainer and support meetings, according to The
Medical Center. This $50 program also starts in April.
Whether someone is trying
to lose weight, stop smoking
or achieve another resolution,
Arnold and Fair agree it shouldn’t
be a temporary solution, it should
be a lifestyle change.

For those struggling with
their resolutions, Fultz offered
some advice.
“No one can be pushed to
change something in their life
until they are ready,” Fultz said.
“You have to make that decision on your own. It is okay
for your friends and family to
show their concern, but they
shouldn’t push you or it will
never happen.”
Reach Heather Ryan
at features@wkuherald.com.
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CLEARANCE
SALE
Winter Jazz Appreciation class

Scott McIntyre/Herald
David Wyant, assistant public health professor, completes his final exam in Jazz
Appreciation class on Friday. The class covered different styles of jazz, such as swing and
bebop.

50 OFF
%

broadens students’ horizons
By Christina Howerton
Herald reporter

t

The students listened carefully to the jazz song.
Doo da da doo wop.
They scribbled their answer
quickly as the professor moved
on to the next song clip.
Jazz Appreciation, a new
winter term course, met for the
last time Friday to take the final
exam.
The class is not a typical
music appreciation course.
Music Professor Marshall Scott
said music majors don’t get
credit for other music appreciation classes because they
already take three semesters of
music history.
However, the 14 music
majors out of 17 students in
Jazz Appreciation did get three
cultural diversity credit hours.
The class met five days a
week for three hours a day during winter term. Students listened to lectures about different
jazz eras and heard examples of
music from each era.
The class gave students a
reason to listen to a less popular
genre of music, Scott said.
Music Department Head Mitzi
Groom said most other universities offer a jazz course, so Western
was behind without it.
It is offered as a general
education class so that everyone
can take it, she said.
Greenville junior Donald
Adams said he already knew a

little about jazz music because
he listened to it previously, but
he learned more in the class.
It gave the music majors,
who also had some knowledge
of jazz, more appreciation for it,
but it also gave other majors an
appreciation and understanding,
Adams said.
The class was fun because it
was laid back and instead of just
talking about the music, they
got to hear it, he said.
“It wasn’t just a professor sitting behind a podium the whole
class,” Adams said.
Scott taught a similar class at
the University of South Dakota
before coming to Western. Jazz
was more popular there, he said.
Students there were exposed to
jazz from high school bands and
came to college with experience.
“They just ate it up,” Scott
said, about his previous students.
In Kentucky very few students learn about jazz music.
High school music programs
concentrate mostly on marching band, but the Bowling
Green High School band plays
some jazz and Greenwood High
School started a jazz band last
year, Scott said.
Jazz Appreciation is scheduled for the summer term in
June, although the department
hasn’t chosen a professor yet,
Groom said.
Jazz is the only music genre

that originated in the United
States.
“Everything else we took
from other countries, so we
should celebrate it,” Groom
said.
Two Western graduates have
succeeded with jazz music, she
said.
Beegie Adair, a 1958 graduate, is a pianist in a jazz group
from Nashville and Mike Longo,
a 1959 graduate, is a jazz composer and author.
Jazz is more creative than
other music genres because it
gives the musician the opportunity to improvise, Scott said.
“It’s never the same solo
twice,” he said. “Like lightning,
it never strikes the same place
twice.”
A jazz performance is a conversation between the musicians, so it lends itself to variety, he said.
Scott plays jazz music at
venues around Bowling Green.
He plays at the Bluegrass
Coffee Company on Sundays
and will play at a fundraiser for
the Bowling Green Symphony
Orchestra at 8 p.m. Saturday
at the Bowling Green Country
Club.
Scott also teaches Western’s
jazz band. The band is hosting a
free dance on Feb. 14 in Garrett
Ballroom.
Reach Christina Howerton
at features@wkuherald.com.

names and faces, and had a feel
for their specific learning styles.
“There’s certainly much
more of a personal interaction
with that kind of a class size,”
Moore said.
Both students and professors agree that winter term
leads to better teacher-student
interaction.
“I have one other guy in
this class, so the faculty are
more available,” Campbellsville
junior Paul Blevins said.

Western’s second winter
term lasted from Jan. 2 until
Jan. 19, and about 1,920 students took note.
Last year’s winter term
had 1,595 students, with 41
online sections and 124 courses, including 10 study abroad
courses. This year’s winter term
had 701 students signed on for
51 sections of online classes,
154 courses and seven study
abroad courses.
— Ryan Hunton

Brief

More students attend
winter term

It usually takes Assistant
English Professor Russell
Moore a couple of weeks to
remember the names and faces
of his students. Typically, he
has five classes, each having as
many as 35 students.
However, by the end of the
first two days of his Business
Writing winter term class, he
knew all eight of his students’
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